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TURKIC LANGUAGES IN EURASIA

2



CHULYM TURKIC

Source: Birjukovich R. M. Morfologija chulymsko-tjurkskogo jazyka. Chast' II. Saratov: 
Izdatel'stvo Saratovskogo universiteta, 1981. 184 s. 



Source: https://ngonb.ru/
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CHULYM TURKS (1699)
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TURKICIZATION OF THE CHULYM AREA
(PRIOR TO 16TH C.)

Picture by K. D. Harrison & G. D. S. Anderson, 2005 6



Source: A. P. Dulzon.Dialekty
i govory turkov Chulyma.
In: Sovetskaya turkologiya.
Vol. 2. 1973. Pp. 16-29.
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CHULYM TURKIC (SUB-)DIALECTS

• Lower

• Küärik
• Ketsik
• Yachi
• Chibi
• Yezhi

• Middle

• Tutal
(Teguldet District, Tomsk Region)

• Melet
(Tyukhtet District, Krasnoyarsk Territory)
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CHULYM TURKIC
(SUB-)DIALECT VARIATION

Turkish Lower (Yezhi) Tutal Melet
‘road’ yol yol çol şol
'my hair' saçım tsadzım çacım şajım
'foot' ayak ayak azak azak
'Chulym' Çulım tsölüm / tsöm üs üs / çulum
'person' kişi kiji kiji kizi
'berry' * kogvey köbügäy kövägäy
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CHULYM TURKIC “CORPORA”

• “ANCIENT” (PRIOR TO MID-20TH C.)

• “OLD” (MID-END OF 20TH C.)

• “NEW” (EARLY 21ST C.)

• “MODERN” (NOW)
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“ANCIENT” CORPORA
• D. G. Messerschmidt. 1719-1727
• G. F. Miller. 1733-1743
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“ANCIENT” CORPORA
• W. Radloff. 1863 (1868)

• S. E. Malov. 1908 (1909)

• P. G. Ivanov. 1927-1929
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“OLD” CORPORA

A. P. Dulzon
1946-1973
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“OLD” CORPORA

R. M. Biryukovich
1971-1973 (1997)
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“NEW” CORPORA
G. D. S. Anderson &
K. D. Harrison (США)
2003-2008
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https://www.elararchive.org/



“NEW” CORPORA
Y.-S. Li (Южная Корея)
2006 (2008)
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CENTERS STUDYING THE CHULYM 
TURKIC LANGUAGE & CULTURE

• Siberian Indigenous 
Languages Dpt, Tomsk 
State Pedagogical 
University

• Linguistic Anthropology 
Laboratory, Tomsk State 
University

http://illa.tsu.ru/http://siblang.tspu.ru/myweb5/RUSS/index%20RUSS.htm
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LANGUAGE PRESERVATION & 
DOCUMENTATION PROJECTS

https://minlang.site/lang/chulymsko-tyurkskiy

MINOR LANGUAGES OF RUSSIA
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LANGUAGE PRESERVATION & 
DOCUMENTATION PROJECTS

http://teguldet.lib.tomsk.ru/page/1157/

TEGULDET LIBRARY PROJECT
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TUTAL ALPHABET

• Gospel of Mark, 2019

а; б; в; г; ғ; д; е; ё; җ; з; 
и; й; к; л; м; н; ҥ; о; п; р; 
с; т; у; ф; х; ц; ч; ӵ; ш; 
щ; ъ; ы; ь; э; ю; я
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MELET ALPHABET
• Chulymskij jazyk d. 

Pasechnoe Tjuhtetskogo 
r-na Krasnojarskogo kraja 
2007-2021 gg. Tom 1, 2

а; ӓ; б; в; г; ғ; д; е; ё; җ; җ; з; 
и; й; к; қ; л; м; н; ң; о; ӧ; п; 
р; с; т; у; ӱ; ф; х; ц; ч; ш; щ; 

ъ; ы; ь; э; ю; я
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CHULYM TURKIC DATA CORPORA

http://lingvodoc.ispras.ru/corpora_all
https://www.elararchive.org/

LINGVODOC ELAR
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“MODERN” CORPORA
TOOLBOX (2005-2018)
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“MODERN” CORPORA
FIELDWORKS (2019-)
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MORPHO(PHO)NOLOGICAL 
VARIATION

• AFFIXES
• ROOTS
• COMPOUNDS
• ...
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Middle Chulym Vowel System
• M. parča ‘whole; all’ > parčo-zun (Poss.Acc)

parča-lar-da (Pl.Dat) > parča-lor-un-da 
(Poss.Pl.Dat)

• T. parča > parčɜ-zin-ge (Poss.Dat);
tuɣbalar ‘sisters’ > tuɣba-lɜr-ïn (Poss.Pl.Acc)

• M. par-XDI (<-A tur-) ‘go-Prs’ > par-odu
• T. par-XDI > par-ɜdï

• M. äp ‘house’ > ev-i (Poss.3Sg);
äp-tär (Pl) > äp-ter-i (Pl.Poss)

• T.  äp ‘house’ > eb-i (Poss.3Sg);
äp-tär (Pl) > äp-ter-i (Pl.Poss)

• M. / T. käl-XDI > käl-edi ‘come-Prs’
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Middle Chulym Consonant System
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VARIATION: AFFIXES

28LOWER vs. MIDDLE CHULYM TUTAL vs. MELET MIDDLE CHULYM 



VARIATION: ROOTS

29LOWER vs. MIDDLE CHULYM TUTAL vs. MELET MIDDLE CHULYM 



SOLUTION
• SEPARATE CORPORA
• ARCHIMORPHEMES (also for roots?)
• “PSEUDO” ORTHOGRAPHY
• ?
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SOME PECULIAR CASES OF MIDDLE 
CHULYM MORPHOPHONOLOGY

• VOWEL NARROWING
• VOWEL NARROWING + CONSONANT LOSS
• TRILL > GLIDE
• TRILL TO LOSS
• DIFFERENT GRAMMATICIZATION TYPES OF SAME 

SOURCES
• INTERVOCAL PLOSIVE VOICED & LOST
• .....
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MIDDLE CHULYM VOWEL NARROWING

• Prs in -XDI < *-A tur
• T. käl-edi ‘come-Prs’; a-p-par-ɜdï ‘take-Cvb-Aux:go-Prs’
• M. käl-edi ‘come-Prs’; a-par-odu ‘take[-Cvb]-Aux:go-Prs’

• vowel narrowing before Poss in +(S)I(n)
• T. parča > parčɜ-zï ‘all-Poss.3Sg’; äp > eb-i ‘house-Poss.3Sg’
• M. parča > parčo-zu ‘all-Poss .3Sg’; äp > ev-i ‘house-Poss.3Sg’
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MIDDLE CHULYM VOWEL NARROWING

• 3Sg.Opt in -SIn
• T. mäkälä-be-zin ‘deceive-Neg-3Sg.Opt’;

tïrla-p-s-pɜ-zïn ‘shake-Cvb-Aux:send-Neg-3Sg.Opt’
• M. käl-edi ‘come-Prs’; a-par-odu ‘take[-Cvb]-Aux:go-Prs’

• vowel narrowing before Poss in +(S)I(n)
• T. parča > parčɜ-zï ‘all-Poss.3Sg’; äp > eb-i ‘house-Poss.3Sg’
• M. parča > parčo-zu ‘all-Poss .3Sg’; äp > ev-i ‘house-Poss.3Sg’
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Melet vs. Tutal Middle Chulym Turkic
• T. affricate /ʨ/ > M. fricative [ɕ] (> [ʑ]): čidiɣ > šidiɣ
• T. plosive > M. spirant: käl-bük > käl-vük ‘come-Neg.Fut’;

M. kir-ä-tüs-var (<*kir-A-tüš-par) ‘get.in-Cvb-fall-Aux:go’;
T. ajd-ïbïl > M. ajd-ïvlï (<*ajt-(I)B(I)l(X)) ‘say-Prs’);
T. ebir- > M. evir- ‘turn’

• spirantization without actual devoicing:
salɣïvskan (salɣï-(I)P-ïs-(G)A(n) ‘shake-Cvb-Aux:send-Pst’)
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Tutal vs. Melet Middle Chulym Turkic
• T. loss of fricative [ɣ] : suɣ > suw / suu ‘water’;

aɣrïɣ > aɣrï-ïn ‘sick(ness)-Poss.Acc’
• T. voicing but no spirantization:

ajd-ïbïl (<ajt-(I)B(I)l(X) ‘say-Prs’)
• T. no voicing of the -(I)p Cvb in “isolated” position:

pöktü-b-zïŋ-nar (<pöktü-(I)P-(SX)N-(L)Ar ‘think-Cvb-2Sg-Pl’);
but: ič-ibtïr (ič-(IP)TIr ‘drink-Prs’)

• T. intervocal voiceless (possibly, when -IG nominalizer is 
historically attested, not -LIG): čitiɣ

35



• Чакшызын калыш!
• Ӓзӓн пӱзӓнғе дӱӱнҗе!
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